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WELCOME

As we enter into the season of Lent, our theme will be “All In” using
resources from Barn Geese Worship. Jesus shows what it is like to be all
in for the reign of God. It means being fully invested, deeply committed.
There are no backup options. Everything is on the line.

Each week brings a different focus of the ways in which God calls us to go
“all in.”  Our final focus 1s going all in for letting go. Letting go 1s about
surrendering our human ego and hubris to divine wisdom. Letting go 1s an
act of courage, care, trust, and love. It makes new life possible. It leaves
space for God’s most wondrous work.

This Lent, God is all in for us. Let’s go all in for God’s love, too.

INVOCATION

We gather in the name of God, who created us, who was born to be with
us, who guides us still.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

God knows our hearts, the guilt we carry, the heartache that keeps us
awake, the burdens we bear. God knows that “happy are they who are
forgiven,” and so we confess in confidence of God’s forgiveness.

A brief silence

Good and gracious God, We have sinned and fallen short of the good
you desire for us and for all creation. We have seen the earth as
resources to extract and forgotten to marvel at its beauty. We have
doubted your ability to provide and hoarded more than we need.

We have ignored the needs of the vulnerable, and when you called us
to follow you to greater wonders, we remained where we were and



clung to control. Forgive our sin and our selfishness. Draw us out of
ourselves, more deeply into your love, and more fully into a world in
need.

God knows our sin before we do and meets every confession with
abundant grace. In Christ we are alive and completely forgiven.

God’s goodness has the final word. May this gift renew our faith

and lighten our load so that we are prepared to care for the world God so
loves.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Your Will Be Done ELW 741
Sing 3 times

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we have limits, but you do not. You work outside of our
expectations and you love beyond our comprehension. When we let go of
our desires and fears, we enter into your wondrous work. Give us the
courage and peace we need to let go, that like Ezekiel, Mary, and Martha,
we may witness things we could never imagine on our own.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a
nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s
life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they
will know that “I am the Lord.”



! The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. ° He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” * Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. > Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you and will cause
flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. ®I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ? Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°T prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut
off completely.” '* Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. '3 And
you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you
up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 130 read responsively

REFRAIN: I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)

'Out ! of the depths I cry to | you, O Lord;

20 Lord, ' hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of
my | supplication.

3If you were to keep watch | over sins, O Lord, | who could stand?

4Yet with you ! is forgiveness, in order that you | may be feared. R

3T wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; in your word ! is my hope.

® My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for
the morning, more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

70 Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.

SFor the Lord shall ' redeem Israel from ! all their sins. R

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy
Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful
desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. ” For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. ' But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because
of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. '! If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.



Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

I am the resurrection | and the life;* whoever believes in me
will | never die. (John 11:25, 26)

GOSPEL John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then,
in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to

life.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. > Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. * So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it
1s for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through

it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and

Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those
who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this
world. '°But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in
them.” !! After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” !> The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” '* Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring



merely to sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. "> For
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go
to him.” '® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 7 When Jesus arrived, he
found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '* Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '° and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their

brother. ?° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. ?! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. > But even now I know that
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” » Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” 2* Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” ?° Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, 2 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 2® When she
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” * And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. *° Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met

him. *! The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. ¥ When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” * Jesus began to

weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?” 3% Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. *° Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,



already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” *° Jesus said
to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” #! So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. ** I knew that you always hear
me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” * The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” * Many of the Jews,
therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed
in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  Faith Begins By Letting Go ACS 1004
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray
for the world and its needs.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your
name. Breathe into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness,
hope, and love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the
work of those who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and
sustain places where biodiversity thrives (local places in nature may be
named). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for
justice, free all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees
and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that
weighs down so many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick
(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to
be baptized (especially). Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your
resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan Edwards and ) all people who
have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save,
and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.
Amen.

PEACE



The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.

You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.
MEAL

God provides for all our needs through Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
Thank you for your continued support with your offering. Offering may be

placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by
mail or our on-line giving.

OFFERTORY HYMN Spirit Open My Heart ACS 1043
Spirit, Open My Heart
Q Refrain i
e —
J =0 1 !
Spir-it, O - pen my heart to the joy and pain of
Q 1 D |
—t —
J | .
liv-ing. As you love may I love, in re - ceiv - ing
- . —
G— ===,
and in  giv - ing. Spir - it, 0O - pen my heart.
OFFERING PRAYER

God who provides, we return to you a portion of all that you have given
us. Bless and use these gifts, our hands, our hearts, our ministry,

to care for the world you so love. Now prepare us to receive you at this
table and again in the world beyond our doors. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We have to praise you, we have to thank you, God, because the whole
universe is filled with your wonders. On this very day you overcome the
powers of death and destruction forever, and so, in thankfulness, we join
the song of the angels:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Creator, you made a wondrous world and called it good. You planted a
garden, and 1n it, you crafted your creatures, even our ancestors.

When sin, pain, and death entered the world, you did not leave us

but remained a lover and friend of humanity. You made outrageous and
hope-filled promises to Abram and Sarai, you brought water from a rock
when your people wandered in the wilderness, you saw the possibilities
in least and lowly, and you knew that life could come even from dry old
bones.

When at last the time was right, you were born to be with us in Jesus

and joined us 1n the highs and lows of human existence. You met
Nicodemus in his nighttime wondering, you welcomed the questions of
the woman at the well, you witnessed the rejection of the man born blind,
you wept at the grace of Lazarus, and you even went through death for us.

On the night of his betrayal and arrest, knowing it was time to give all of
himself, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. And so we remind each other and the world:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit on us, your gathered people, and on this meal, your
gifts of bread and cup. Through a holy mystery, let this become for us the
body and blood of Christ. Let it remind us of the unending feast for which
we are bound. Let it strengthen us, that we will become the body of Christ
for the world you so love. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER



Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy, all are welcome!

COMMUNION

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.
Prefilled cups with either wine or grape juice are available. Plastic cups
can be placed in the trash receptables at the end of the altar rails.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God, you have revealed yourself to us again in the holy mystery of bread
and cup. Strengthen us by your presence, draw us closer to one another as
the Body of Christ, and send us to reveal you in our all our words and
ways.

Amen.

SENDING AND BLESSING

As you have met God in this place, go now to meet God beyond this place.
As you have received the love of Jesus, go now to give the love of Jesus.
As the Creator has been all in for you, go now and be all in for the sake of
the world.

Gracious God, Parent, Sibling, and Spirit, + bless you as you go. Amen.



SENDING SONG When Peace Like A River ELW 785
DISMISSAL

We go now with joy to be a light in our community, to make Christ
known to all through nourishing, serving, and faith. Thanks be to
God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.4/l In © 2026 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. [Adapted by Pastor
Karla Leiby.]

Pastor Director of Music
Rev. Karla S. Leiby William Jacavage
Greeter Lector

Trudy Baker Gail Lehman

Acolyte Communion Assistant
Van Bedisky Barb Moyer

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented by Tina Pontius in memory of her
husband, Steve, whose birthday is remembered today, March 22.

THE CANDLES are presented by Gail Lehman in memory of my mother.

This month’s Special Pink envelope is designated for ELCA Disaster
Response.

The Intergenerational Sunday School and Breakfast will be held in
Fellowship Hall following worship today. All are welcome to attend.

Noisy Coin/Quiet Cash collection through March is being designated to
the Priestley Library.



40 Days of Lent collection is being designated for Kate’s Kupboard.

We will be collecting non-perishable food, personal care and cleaning
supplies now through March 29, Donations can be dropped off at on the
table in the rear of the sanctuary.

PRAYERS: Deb Jennis; Pam Miller; Mary Siemsen; Beth Ginck; Sue
Kurtz; Bill Wagner; Stephanie Zettlemoyer

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Shirley Leiby; Jason
Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Mary Rogers; Nevin Brungard; Elaine

Kohl; Nancy Hendricks; Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; David Bartholomew;
Marti Row; Chris Eisely






Your Will Be Done

Text: South African, based on the Lord's Prayer

Music: MAYENZIWE, South African traditional, as taught by Gobingca George Mxadana; transc. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Arr. © 1990 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Faith Begins By Letting Go

2 Faith en-dures by hold-ing on,
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,

keep - ing mem-’ry’s roots
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

—r

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.
wa—' — ; F - —— p—o o = 1
x> I i e | 7
z—H ﬁ < — 2 !' 1




When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876



