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WELCOME
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, =+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we
have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We
have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the
righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name. May the
Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of
peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Gather Us In ELW 532



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon
you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the
grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were
troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that
outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts
of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and
clothing the naked.

' Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
> Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want
God on th



eir side. * “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves,
but you do not notice?”” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast
day and oppress all your workers. * You fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today  will not
make your voice heard on high. > Is such the fast that I choose, a day
to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to

the Lord? °Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to
break every yoke? ’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and
bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard. ° Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for
help, and he will say, “Here I am.” *°If you remove the yoke from among
you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, '°if you offer your
food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.

' The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched
places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. '? Your ancient
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of
streets to live in.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 112:1-9 [10] read responsively

REFRAIN: Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4)



! Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight
in God’s commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the
upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness
will last forever.

4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are
merciful and full of compassion. R

3Tt is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their af-
fairs with justice.

For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in
everlasting remembrance.

"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast,
trusting in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their
desire upon their enemies.

’ They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast
forever; they will hold up their head with honor.

19 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth
and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human
philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom
which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging
ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

' When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. ? For I decided
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. > And I
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. * My speech
and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, > so that your faith might



rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. ° Yet among the
mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of
the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. ' But we speak God’s
wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory ® and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ° But, as it is written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”— '° God has revealed
to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths
of God. ! For what human knows what is truly human except the human
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what 1s truly God’s
except the Spirit of God. > Now we have received not the spirit of the
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. [} And we speak of these things in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
things to those who are spiritual. '* Those who are unspiritual do not
receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they
are unable to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. > Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. ° “For who has known the
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. ]

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the light of the world;* whoever follows me
will have the light of life. Alleluia. (John 8:12)

GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt
of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping
God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] I* “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is
thrown out and trampled under foot. '**“You are the light of the world. A
city built on a hill cannot be hid. '* People do not light a lamp and put it
under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. '°In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven. 7 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or
the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. '* For truly I tell
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. !° Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. 2° For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus The Light of the World ACS 914

APOSTLES CREED



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Y our church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized
true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a
troubled world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and
water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and
songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of
violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and bring
peace to war zones (areas of conflict may be named). We pray for our
enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Y our blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who
experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution.
Comfort those who are sick or grieving (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our
ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and
light for the neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Y our saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their
lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to
us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.
You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued support with your offering. Offering may be
placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by
mail or our on-line giving.

OFFERTORY HYMN Come To The Table
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

3

; :

o - o

A

S
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared
for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your
mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your
light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.



Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here 1s the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to
the table; taste and see.

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.
Wine or grape juice are available.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned

your heart for praise - bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG God Work, Our Hands ACS 1000
DISMISSAL

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all
through nourishing, serving, and faith. Thanks be to God.



Pastor Director of Music

Rev. Karla S. Leiby William Jacavage
Greeter Lector

Scouts Scouts

Acolyte Communion Assistant
Van Bedisky Tom Propst

THE BULLETINS and CANDLES are presented in memory of Shirley
Gautsch, who passed away one year ago, by her friend, Barb Moyer.

The roses are presented by Gail Lehman and Diane Hoffman in
celebration of Barb Moyer’s birthday.

We welcome to worship this morning the Scouts of Cub Pack 3325, Troop
325 and Venture Crew 2307 and their families in celebration of Scout
Sunday. Everyone is invited to join us in Fellowship Hall for light
refreshments.

This month’s Special Pink envelope is designated Bethesda Mobile
Mission.

Noisy Coin/Quiet Cash collection through March 1s being designated to
the Priestley Library.

Easter Flower order forms are available on the table in the rear of the
sanctuary. Orders and money are due no later than March 1, 2026.

The Annual Congregation Meeting will be held on February 15", Purpose
of the meeting will be to review the year’s activities.

Soup orders can be picked up today after worship or February 10®, 11%
or 12" during office hours.



Ash Wednesday Service, with imposition of ashes and communion, will
be held on Wednesday, February 18%, at 7:00 p.m.

Midweek Lent Services will begin Wednesday evenings, February 25-
March 25, at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome to join us as we journey through
Lent.

PRAYERS: Steve Reich; Doug Manning; Sue Kurtz; Louise Hilkert;
Dixie Wagner; Chris Eisely; Stephanie Zettlemoyer

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Shirley Leiby;
Kathryn Lebo; Jason Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Mary Rogers;
Nevin Brungard; Elaine Kohl; Nancy Hendricks; William Wagner; Betty
Yerg; Jane Ressler; David Bartholomew; Marti Row



Gather Us In

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Jesus, the Light of the World
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world;

2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;

3 Christ,by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world.
join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
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Shine all a-roundus by day and by night, Je-sus, the Light of the world.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain
Music: WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT, Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin



God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - ceer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - eer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
0o . . ; :
¥y DL | | |
(G S B E B =z .
J T
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




