Sunday, July 6, 2025

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
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WELCOME
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the == Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us
with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing
what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *F Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG My God, How Wonderful Thou Art ELW 863

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the
mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s
journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as
people made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul
offers practical advice about how believers exercise common concern for
one other in “the family of faith.”

[! My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take
care that you yourselves are not tempted. > Bear one another’s burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. * For if those who are
nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. * All must test
their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will
become a cause for pride. > For all must carry their own loads. °® Those
who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher. ]
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you
sow. 8If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the
flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the
Spirit. * So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at
harvest time, if we do not give up. '° So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the
family of faith. '' See what large letters I make when I am writing in my
own hand! '? It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that
try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. '* Even the circumcised do not
themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they
may boast about your flesh. '* May I never boast of anything except the



cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world. '° For neither circumcision nor uncircumecision is
anything; but a new creation is everything! '° As for those who will follow
this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 66:1-9 read responsively

REFRAIN: All the earth bows down before you and sings out your
name. (Ps. 66:4)

I Be joyful in God, all you lands; be joyful, all the earth.

2Sing the glory of God’s name; sing the glory of God’s praise.

3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great
strength your enemies cringe before you.

4 All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out your
name.” R

> Come now and see the works of God, how awesome are God’s
deeds toward all people.

® God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the
water on foot, and there we rejoiced in God.

"Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations; let no
rebels exalt themselves.

8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.

? Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to
slip. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,* and let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16)

GOSPEL Luke 10:1-11, 16-20



The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and
do what he would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the
experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign
of God is near. ! After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent
them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself
intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest. * Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the
midst of wolves. * Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on
the road. > Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!” ® And
if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person;
but if not, it will return to you.  Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not
move about from house to house. ® Whenever you enter a town and its
people welcome you, eat what is set before you; ° cure the sick who are
there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” ! But
whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its
streets and say, !' ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has
come near.”” '“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever
rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent
me.” " The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even
the demons submit to us!” '® He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from
heaven like a flash of lightning. !° See, I have given you authority to tread
on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing
will hurt you. 2° Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit
to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Gods Work, Our Hands ACS 1000
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center the
whole church in this peace, and strengthen our faith by the example of
(Jan Hus and) all those who creatively and faithfully proclaim your good
news. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply
from the beauty of (local natural beauty and) all your creation. When
ecosystems are wounded, bring your healing. When our actions endanger
the survival of other species, curb our greed and waste. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who lead,
that they do not grow weary in doing what 1s right. Guide them to seek
peace between nations and freedom for all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort to
those in any pain (especially). Carry your people when grief is heavy, and
lift burdens of shame and self-doubt. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions with
one another 1n this assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us, heal
divisions among us, and open our hearts to receive one another as gifts
from you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We thank
you for those who have lived and died in your love. Accompany us on our
life’s journey and draw us at last to life forever in you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.

You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING



Thank you for your continued support with your offering. Offering may be
placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by
mail or our on-line giving.

OFFERTORY HYMN Come To The Table
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

'l

: :

B

‘,

All who are hun-gry and thirst-vy,

come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever.  Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.
Prefilled cups with either wine or grape juice are available.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us 1n mission to the world.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Let Us Tongues and Talents Employ = ELW 674

DISMISSAL

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all
through nourishing, serving, and faith. Thanks be to God.



Pastor Director of Music

Rev. Karla S. Leiby William Jacavage
Greeter Lector

Trish Long Julie Shearer

Acolyte Communion Assistant
Paige Billman Brenda and David Herbert

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented by Deb and Frank Jennis in
memory of my father, Richard Berry Sr., whose birthday was remembered
July 5; in honor of my brother, Robert Berry, whose birthday was
celebrated July 3 and my sister, Sue Stevenson, whose birthday will be
celebrated July 7.

Please — a reminder when you are exiting the building, make sure the
doors close completely and are secure, especially the alley door up by the
Pastor’s Office.

This month’s Special Pink envelope is designated for Haven Ministry.
The Quiet Cash/Noisy Coin collection is designated for Camp Mount
Luther. Donations can be placed in the yellow bucket in the rear of the
sanctuary.

Finance will meet on Monday, July 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the library.

There will be a Red Cross blood drive here at St. John’s on Tuesday, July

16" from 1-6 p.m. Anyone eligible to donate is asked to help give the gift
of life to those in need of blood and blood products.



Pastor Karla will be on vacation July 11-18", Reverend Ann Zimmerman
will preside at worship service on July 13, Pastor Beth George, from
Zion Lutheran Church, will be covering pastoral emergencies.

Vacation Bible School registrations are available on the table in the rear of
the sanctuary. VBS will be held July 20-24 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

A VBS donation updated wishlist sheet is located on the table in the rear
of the sanctuary. Call the church office, or indicate on the wishlist sheet
and place in the offering plate.

PRAYERS: Mary Siemsen

HOMEBOUND Jason Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Mary Rogers;
Mike Payne; Nevin Brungard; Elaine Kohl; Nancy Hendricks; William
Wagner; Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; David Bartholomew; Katherine Lebo;
Marti Row



My God, How Wonderful Thou Art
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1 My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thy maj-es - ty how bright!
2 How won-der - ful, how beau - ti - ful the sight of thee must be—
3 No earth-ly fa-ther loves like thee; no moth-er, e’er so  mild,
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, al - might-y as thou art,
5 My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thou ev - er - last-ing friend!
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How beau-t1 - ful thy mer - cy seat in depths of burn-ing light!

thine end -less
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wis - dom, bound-less pow’r,and awe-some pu - 11 - ty!

thou hast done with me, child.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

for thou hast stooped to ask of me the love of my poor heart.
On thee 1 stay my trust - ing heart till faith in vi-sion end.
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God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - ceer
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - |eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - ceer
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for Jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922—-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em -ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ingfruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



